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on "the smell of an oily rag"; would not any medical man say that a simpli-
fication of diet is exactly what the European needs? Why, then, charge
the Indian with this virtue as if it were a crime ? The fact of the matter
is that the European detests his Indian competitor because he himself is
not permitted to gain exorbitant profits by making the consumer pay
inflated prices for his commodities. If the anti-Asiatics gain the victory,
the person who will suffer most is the white consumer. Let South Africans
remember that.
Says the Review:
There are plenty of ways whereby white people can safeguard their own
interests and preserve their authority without these ever-recurring public sneers
by one section of the King's subjects against another. If a few white men hate
the Asiatic as a trader, while they compass sea and land to introduce him as
a labourer, they are not compelled to trade with him. They can just let him
alone and trade with their own kind.
Another argument used to bolster up the anti-Asiatic position is that
Indians are a danger to the public health* This may or may not be so;
but, most certainly, if they are, the fault lies, not with them, but with the
sanitary authorities.
Indians have everywhere in South Africa proved themselves specially
amenable to health regulations. This was shewn, beyond all controversy,
by the remarkable manner in which the whole community submitted itself
to the plague authorities during the recent outbreak in Johannesburg.
Another charge that has been brought against Indians is that they
did not fight for the Empire during the late South African war. The
ignorance of the framers of this charge is typical; for, with the exception
of themselves, the whole world knows that Indians were as ready to fight
and, if need be, to die for the Empire as any other of its children, but were
not permitted to do so. There are some people who know that the Indians
of Natal and the Transvaal again and again petitioned the Natal Govern-
ment to be allowed to go to the front "in any capacity". And there are
some also who know that, of all the host of the British Army, the leaders
of the Natal Indian Volunteer Ambulance Corps1 were the only ones who
served and refused all remuneration.
The fact is, there are men among the Indian community who are
more British than the majority of the anti-Asiatics and who have their full
share of that patriotic and public spirit which has made the Empire what
it is. It is absurd to suppose that men, aware of their status as British
subjects, will meekly allow themselves to be relegated to *'Bazaars" or
"Locations"; nay, more, it is criminal to attempt to destroy this patriotic
spirit. And it is equally foolish to expect them to be crushed by methods
of misrepresentation, injustice, and intimidation. The attitude of the
anti-Asiatics in South Africa can be summed up in one word : give a
dog a bad name and hang him.
Indian Opinion, 18*2-1905
l ride Vol. in, p. 129.